Advent 2017

30 Scriptures for Advent
November 26 – December 25, 2017

Sunday, Nov. 26

Isaiah 40:9-11

You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high
mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift
up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah, “Here is your God!” See,
the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and He rules
with a mighty arm. See, His reward is with Him, and
His recompense accompanies Him. He tends His flock
like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in His arms and
carries them close to His heart; He gently leads those
that have young.

Monday, Nov. 27

Isaiah 52:7-9

How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring
good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!” Listen! Your watchmen lift up their
voices; together they shout for joy. When the LORD
returns to Zion, they will see it with their own
eyes. Burst into songs of joy together, you ruins of
Jerusalem, for the LORD has comforted His people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

Tuesday, Nov. 28

Genesis 3:8-15

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the
LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God

among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God
called to the man, “Where are you?” He answered, “I
heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I
was naked; so I hid.” And He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I
commanded you not to eat from?” The man said, “The
woman you put here with me—she gave me some
fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” Then the LORD God
said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The
woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So
the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you
have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and
you will eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put
enmity between you and the woman, and between
your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and
you will strike his heel.”

Wednesday, Nov. 29

Isaiah 40:1-5

“Comfort, comfort My people,” says your God. “Speak
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her
hard service has been completed, that her sin has
been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s
hand double for all her sins.” A voice of one calling: “In
the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD ; make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill
made low; the rough ground shall become level, the
rugged places a plain. And the glory of the LORD will
be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the
mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

Thursday, Nov. 30

Genesis 15:1-6

After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a
vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield,
your very great reward. ” But Abram said, “Sovereign
LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless
and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of
Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no
children; so a servant in my household will be my
heir.” Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This
man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own
flesh and blood will be your heir.” He took him outside
and said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if
indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” Abram believed the LORD,
and He credited it to him as righteousness.

Friday, Dec. 1 Deuteronomy 18:15-19
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet
like me from among you, from your fellow Israelites.
You must listen to him. For this is what you asked of
the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the
assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of
the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or
we will die.” The LORD said to me: “What they say is
good. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in
his mouth. He will tell them everything I command
him. I myself will call to account anyone who does not
listen to my words that the prophet speaks in My
name.”

Saturday, Dec. 2

Psalm 89:1-4

I will sing of the LORD’s great love forever; with my
mouth I will make your faithfulness known through all
generations. I will declare that your love stands firm
forever, that you have established your faithfulness in
heaven itself. You said, “I have made a covenant with
my chosen one, I have sworn to David my servant, ‘I
will establish your line forever and make your throne
firm through all generations.’ ”

Sunday, Dec. 3

Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from
his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of the
LORD will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the
Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the LORD— and
he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not
judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by
what he hears with his ears; but with righteousness he
will judge the needy, with justice he will give decisions
for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with
the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will
slay the wicked. Righteousness will be his belt and
faithfulness the sash around his waist. The wolf will
live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the
goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together;
and a little child will lead them. The cow will feed with
the bear, their young will lie down together, and the
lion will eat straw like the ox. The infant will play near

the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand
into the viper’s nest. They will neither harm nor
destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be
filled with the knowledge of the LORD as the waters
cover the sea. In that day the Root of Jesse will stand
as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to
Him, and His resting place will be glorious.

Monday, Dec. 4

Colossians 1:15-20

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He
existed before anything was created and is supreme
over all creation, for through Him God created
everything in the heavenly realms and on earth. He
made the things we can see and the things we can’t
see— such as thrones, kingdoms, rulers, and
authorities in the unseen world. Everything was
created through Him and for Him. He existed before
anything else, and He holds all creation together.
Christ is also the head of the church, which is His
body. He is the beginning, supreme over all who rise
from the dead. So He is first in everything. For God in
all His fullness was pleased to live in Christ, and
through Him God reconciled everything to Himself. He
made peace with everything in heaven and on earth
by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.

Tuesday, Dec. 5

Zechariah 6:12-13

Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Here is
the man whose name is the Branch, and He will
branch out from His place and build the temple of the
LORD. It is He who will build the temple of the LORD,
and He will be clothed with majesty and will sit and
rule on His throne. And He will be a priest on His
throne. And there will be harmony between the two.’”

Wednesday, Dec. 6

Malachi 3:1-6

“I will send My messenger, who will prepare the way
before Me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking
will come to His temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the
LORD Almighty. But who can endure the day of His
coming? Who can stand when He appears? For He
will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the
Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the
LORD will have men who will bring offerings in
righteousness, and the offerings of Judah and
Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days
gone by, as in former years. “So I will come to put you
on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers,
adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud
laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and
the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you
of justice, but do not fear Me,” says the LORD
Almighty. “I the LORD do not change. So you, the
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.

Thursday, Dec. 7

John 1:1-9

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in
the beginning. Through Him all things were made;
without Him nothing was made that has been made. In
Him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it. There was a man sent
from God whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through
him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he
came only as a witness to the light. The true light that
gives light to everyone was coming into the world.

Friday, Dec. 8

John 1:10-18

He was in the world, and though the world was made
through Him, the world did not recognize Him. He
came to that which was His own, but His own did not
receive Him. Yet to all who did receive Him, to those
who believed in His name, He gave the right to
become children of God—children born not of natural
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God. The Word became flesh and made
His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth. (John testified
concerning Him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one
I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes after me
has surpassed me because He was before me.’”) Out

of His fullness we have all received grace in place of
grace already given. For the law was given through
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. No one has ever seen God, but the one and
only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest
relationship with the Father, has made Him known.

Saturday, Dec. 9

Mark 1:1-3

The beginning of the good news about Jesus the
Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah the
prophet: “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way” — “a voice of one calling in the
wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make
straight paths for Him.’”

Sunday, Dec. 10

Luke 1:5-13

In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest
named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a
descendant of Aaron. Both of them were righteous in
the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands
and decrees blamelessly. But they were childless
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they
were both very old. Once when Zechariah’s division
was on duty and he was serving as priest before
God, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of
the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and
burn incense. And when the time for the burning of
incense came, all the assembled worshipers were

praying outside. Then an angel of the Lord appeared
to him, standing at the right side of the altar of
incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was startled
and was gripped with fear. But the angel said to him:
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you are to call him John.

Monday, Dec. 11

Luke 1:14-17

“He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will
rejoice because of his birth, for he will be great in the
sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other
fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy
Spirit even before he is born. He will bring back many
of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. And he
will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of
Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”

Tuesday, Dec. 12

Luke 1:18-25

Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of
this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in
years.” The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in
the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to
you and to tell you this good news. And now you will
be silent and not able to speak until the day this
happens, because you did not believe my words,
which will come true at their appointed

time.” Meanwhile, the people were waiting for
Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in
the temple. When he came out, he could not speak to
them. They realized he had seen a vision in the
temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained
unable to speak. When his time of service was
completed, he returned home. After this his wife
Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months
remained in seclusion. “The Lord has done this for
me,” she said. “In these days he has shown his favor
and taken away my disgrace among the people.”

Wednesday, Dec. 13

Luke 1:39-45

At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in
the hill country of Judea, where she entered
Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. In a loud voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you
among women, and blessed is the child you will
bear! But why am I so favored, that the mother of my
Lord should come to me? As soon as the sound of
your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb
leaped for joy. Blessed is she who has believed that
the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”

Thursday, Dec. 14

Luke 1:46-56

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for He has been

mindful of the humble state of His servant. From now
on all generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty
One has done great things for me— holy is His
name. His mercy extends to those who fear him, from
generation to generation. He has performed mighty
deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are
proud in their inmost thoughts. He has brought down
rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the
humble. He has filled the hungry with good things but
has sent the rich away empty. He has helped his
servant Israel, remembering to be merciful to
Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he
promised our ancestors.” Mary stayed with Elizabeth
for about three months and then returned home.

Friday, Dec. 15

Luke 1:57-66

When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she
gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard
that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they
shared her joy. On the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him
after his father Zechariah, but his mother spoke up
and said, “No! He is to be called John.” They said to
her, “There is no one among your relatives who has
that name.” Then they made signs to his father, to find
out what he would like to name the child. He asked for
a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he
wrote, “His name is John.” Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue set free, and he began to
speak, praising God. All the neighbors were filled with
awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people
were talking about all these things. Everyone who

heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is
this child going to be?” For the Lord’s hand was with
him.

Saturday, Dec. 16

Luke 1:67-80

His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied: “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
because he has come to his people and redeemed
them. He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in
the house of his servant David (as he said through his
holy prophets of long ago, salvation from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us—to show mercy
to our ancestors and to remember his holy
covenant, the oath he swore to our father Abraham: to
rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to
enable us to serve him without fear in holiness and
righteousness before him all our days. And you, my
child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you
will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for
Him, To give his people the knowledge of salvation
through the forgiveness of their sins, because of the
tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will
come to us from heaven to shine on those living in
darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the path of peace.” And the child grew and
became strong in spirit ; and he lived in the wilderness
until he appeared publicly to Israel.

Sunday, Dec. 17

Isaiah 7:10-13

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask the LORD your
God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the
highest heights.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will
not put the LORD to the test.” Then Isaiah said, “Hear
now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the
patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my
God also?

Monday, Dec. 18

Luke 1:26-35

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent
the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a
virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph,
a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.
The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who
are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” Mary was
greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind
of greeting this might be. But the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and
you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will
give him the throne of his father David, and he will
reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom
will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the
angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel answered,
“The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to
be born will be called the Son of God.

Tuesday, Dec. 18

Micah 5:2-5

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, are only a small
village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of
Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from
the distant past. The people of Israel will be
abandoned to their enemies until the woman in labor
gives birth. Then at last His fellow countrymen will
return from exile to their own land. And He will stand
to lead His flock with the LORD’s strength, in the
majesty of the name of the LORD His God. Then His
people will live there undisturbed, for He will be highly
honored around the world. And He will be the source
of peace.

Wednesday, Dec. 19

Isaiah 9:2-7

The people walking in darkness have seen a great
light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a
light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and
increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people
rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when
dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian’s
defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens
them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and
every garment rolled in blood will be destined for
burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this.

Thursday, Dec. 21

Matthew 1:18-25

This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came
about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to
Joseph, but before they came together, she was found
to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because
Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly. But after he had
considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be
afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will
give birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name
Jesus, because He will save His people from their
sins.” this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and give
birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which
means “God with us”). When Joseph woke up, he did
what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and
took Mary home as his wife. But he did not
consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a
son. And he gave Him the name Jesus.

Friday, Dec. 22

Luke 2:1-7

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a
census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And
everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in
Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David,
because he belonged to the house and line of
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn,
a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a
manger, because there was no guest room available
for them.

Saturday, Dec. 23

Luke 2:8-20

And there were shepherds living out in the fields
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a
great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests.” When the angels had left them and

gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
“Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So they
hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was lying in the manger. When they had seen
him, they spread the word concerning what had been
told them about this child, and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all the things they had heard and
seen, which were just as they had been told.

Sunday, Dec. 24 Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews? We saw His star when it
rose and have come to worship Him.” After this
interview the wise men went their way. And the star
they had seen in the east guided them to Bethlehem.
It went ahead of them and stopped over the place
where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were filled with joy! They entered the house and saw
the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure
chests and gave him gifts of gold, frankincense, and
myrrh.

Monday, Dec. 25

Luke 2:21-35

On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the
child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had
given him before he was conceived. When the time
came for the purification rites required by the Law of
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of
the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to
the Lord” ), and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with
what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or
two young pigeons.” Now there was a man in
Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was on him. It had been revealed
to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by the Spirit,
he went into the temple courts. When the parents
brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the
custom of the Law required, Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying: “Sovereign Lord, as
you have promised, you may now dismiss your
servant in peace. For my eyes have seen your
salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all
nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the
glory of your people Israel.” The child’s father and
mother marveled at what was said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother:
“This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of
many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken
against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
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